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Food Policy in an Era of Globalisation
PhD Course on Food, Agriculture and Environmental Policy for Developing Countries

Per Pinstrup Andersen

Arie Kuyvenhoven

September 27 – October 8 2004

Wageningen University
‘Food Policy in an Era of Globalisation’

Two-week PhD Course on

Food, Agriculture and Environmental Policy for Developing Countries

FRONTIS & Mansholt Graduate School of Social Sciences

in cooperation with VLAG and PE&RC

Co-ordination:
Prof dr A. Kuyvenhoven (Wageningen University) – week 1


Prof dr P. Pinstrup-Andersen (Cornell University) – week 2

Period:
2 weeks (September 27 – October 8, 2004)

Course Schedule:
2*3 hrs lecture daily + workshop sessions

· morning 9.00 – 12.00 lecture

· afternoon 13.00 – 15.00 lecture or individual readings

· afternoon 15.30 – 17.00 discussion groups

Room:
IMAG Building, room to be announced

Course Objectives:

Introduction in the academic and policy debates on food security in the developing world, focussing attention on the linkages between production, consumption and nutrition at individual, household, regional and (inter)national level. Specific attention is given to issues of health, natural resources, and exchange networks for guaranteeing access to food for poor people in less-favoured areas.

Lecturers:

Prof. Dr. P. Pinstrup Andersen (economist)



Prof. Dr. A. Kuyvenhoven (international economist)
  Prof. Dr. ir. A.J. Oskam (agricultural economist


Prof. Dr M. Korthals (philosophy & ethics)



Dr R. Ruben (development economist)



Dr J. Wesseler (environmental economist)



Prof. dr. ir. R. Rabbinge (production ecology)



Dr. ir. M.A. Slingerland (animal scientist)



Dr. ir. A.J.A. Essers (food scientist)

Course Reader:

Will be made available

Assignments:

Writing and presentation of Policy Briefs

Certificate:

MGS/Frontis

List of lectures, lecturers, and discussion sessions:

WEEK 1

Date
Time
Title (lecturer)

27/9
Morning
General Introduction to the Course (Kuyvenhoven)

Introduction of the participants; structure of the course; course literature and organisation, other procedures and arrangements.




Agriculture, Food and Development (Kuyvenhoven)

Global trends in agricultural production, yields and food availability in different parts of the developing world (Asia, Africa, Latin America), followed by a discussion on the role of the agricultural sector in economic development.



Afternoon
Trends in Agricultural Technology (Ruben)

Summary of major patterns of land use change and the different approaches towards guaranteeing food production in developing countries, followed by a discussion on different options (e.g. organic farming, biotechnology) for improving land and labour productivity by rural households. 



Discussion 

28/9
Morning
Food Production and Natural Resource Degradation at farm 


household and village level (Ruben)   

Trade-offs and synergies between goals of food security and sustainable natural resource management, making use of the results of integrated bio-economic modeling applications at farm household and village level to identify suitable market policies and institutions as incentives for pro-poor pro-environment development strategies in less-favored areas. 

Afternoon
Food Production and Natural Resource Degradation at the regional and global level (Wesseler)

Issues that will be discussed include the management of common properties and food security such as the conflict between farmers and pastoralists over land, and the management of small scale irrigation schemes and natural resource endow​ment and food security at regional level such as conservation of indigenous fruits and trees.




Discussion 

29/9
Morning
Food markets, networks and chains (Ruben)

Analysis of the relationships between farmers, traders and input suppliers, focussing on the role of prices, information, quality requirements (grades and standards) and payment conditions within supply networks, and the bargaining position of smallholders on the contractual terms. 


Afternoon
From natural resources to healthy people (Slingerland)

While many people suffer from hunger (lack of energy) and policies focus on agronomic measures to improve yields of food crops, even more people suffer from micronutrient malnutrition (the hidden hunger). Recently, attention is focused at breeding for micronutrients. Interventions to improve food micronutrient quality involve plant breeding, food processing and dietary composition but show sysnergies and trade-offs with interventions for food quantity. To make these interactions visible a food chain approach will be proposed and discussed. 



Discussion 

30/9
Morning
Macroeconomic policies and food security (Kuyvenhoven)



Discussion on the role of price policies, exchange rates and macroeconomic stabilisation and market liberalisation for the production, distribution and demand for food in developing countries.


Afternoon
Globalisation, international trade and food security (Kuyvenhoven)



Review of the main tendencies in international trade in food commodities, the role of EU/US agricultural policies, and the implications for food security in developing countries. Required developing country policies to benefit from globalization.


Discussion 



Introduction to Africulture (Essers)

1/10
Morning
Food Security Game (Essers)


  & afternoon

Africulture is an intensive simulation game which places participants in the role of male or female farmers and children in an imaginary African village. The participant has to cope with realistic challenges to the food security of his/her family, using his/her own creativity. The fulfillment of tasks and responsibilities, the achievement of sufficient nutrition, the earning of cash are conditioned by factors like family composition, crop hazards, prices of commodities and urban job opportunities. Outcomes are strongly influenced by the decisions the farmers themselves take. 

WEEK 2

Date
Time
Title (lecturer)

4/10
Morning
The global food system: An overview (Pinstrup Andersen)


Overview of past trend, current status and projections for food production and nutrition at international and (sub)regional scale, followed by a discussion on the interdependencies within the world food system.


Afternoon
Basic relationships: Nutrition, food security, agriculture, and government policies (Pinstrup Andersen)



Analysis of the relationships between food security, nutrition, agricultural development and the enabling policy environment for food security in several developing countries.



Discussion

5/10
Morning
OECD Agricultural Policies and Developing Countries (Oskam)



The support of the agricultural sector in developed countries plays a major role in the international policy agenda. The Producer Support Estimate (PSE) is one of the best known measures which has been developed by OECD. In the PSE all types of support are aggregated and one of the main components (70 % at OECD level) is the Market Price Support (MPS). We will pay attention to the way OECD defines the PSE and what the consequences are for judging the level of agricultural protection. Examples show the incon​sistency of the methodology to determine the MPS. Therefore, there is a wrong perception of the numbers provided by OECD about the level and consequences of agricultural protection

Afternoon
Food Policies in Sub-Saharan Africa (Rabbinge/van Keulen)



Causes of food shortages in Sub-Saharan Africa and policies and instruments for reducing hunger and malnutrition; technical, economic and institutional approaches for increasing investments and yields in African farming systems.



Discussion

6/10
Morning
Nutrition and health (Pinstrup Andersen)



Review of trends in consumer behavior and the economic and political factors influencing nutrition and food security, including the implications for health of different socio-economic groups (females, children, etc)

Afternoon
Dietary trends (Pinstrup Andersen)



Changes in consumer behavior and dietary trends, and factors influencing nutrition and food security in developing and developed countries (mal- and under-nutrition, micronutrient failures and obesity).


Discussion 

7/10
Morning
Food Security and Food Safety (Pinstrup Andersen)



Food security and the role of the safety nets, transfer (food for work) programs and nutrition programs, including the importance of international food aid and its impact on local communities.

Afternoon
Ethical Issues in Food Security (Korthals)



Ethical dimensions involved in the production and trade of food products, especially related to the role of biotechnology and the options for fair trade; current discussions on ‘access to food’ as a fundamental human right.

                                    Discussion 

8/10
Morning
Panel debate with public and private agencies



Panel discussion with a representative of the agro-industrial sector, non-governmental organisations and public sector to discuss options for public-private partnerships for improving food security in developing countries. After the panel discussion, there will be a presentation by Per Pinstrup-Andersen on “analytical thinking and policy advice with limited information”.

Afternoon
Closure & drinks

Registration
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Registration is possible electronically via the Mansholt Graduate School courses page:

The maximum number of participants is set at 20. PhD’s of Wageningen Graduate Schools have preference if they register before 1 September 2004.

* Registration is only final when course fee has been paid. 

Credits:

The course takes 2 credits (= 2 weeks)

Course fees:

For PhD-students of Mansholt Graduate School, PE&RC, CERES and VLAG there is a fee € 150,-. For other students and staff members, there is a fee of € 300,- for the whole course, including lunches and coffee/tea.

Cancellations may be made free of charge until 1 month before the start of the course. After this date the charge will be 50% of the fee paid or due.

For information about accommodation in Wageningen see: http://www.wicc-wir.nl



Further information on 


MGS: http://www.sls.wau.nl/mi/mgs/courses/index.htm
Contact address

Dr. Ruerd Ruben

Development Economics Group

Department of Social Sciences

Wageningen University

Hollandseweg 1

6706 KN  WAGENINGEN

The Netherlands

Tel:    
+31-(0)317-482486/484360

Fax:  

+31-(0)317-484037

E-mail:  ruerd.ruben@wur.nl
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